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Part 3: The Traditional Doctrine Upheld 

 

Notes and Quotations from Other Sources: 

 

A. … And such has been made for sinners …  Here their spirits shall be set apart in this 

great pain till the great day of judgement and punishment and torment of those who curse 

for ever and retribution for their spirits. There He shall bind them for ever … Such has 

been made for the spirits of men who were not righteous but sinners, who were complete 

in transgression, and of the transgressors they shall be companions: but their spirits shall 

not be slain in the day of judgement nor shall they be raised from thence.''
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B. Annihilation and Nirvana 

 

Annihilation is very similar to what orthodox Buddhists view as salvation.  In the 

Buddhist scheme the devotee achieves Nirvana after a long climb representing numerous 

rebirths.  The Nirvana of orthodox Buddhism is quite similar to the annihilation we are 

responding to here.  What to the Buddhist is a reward after climbing a difficult path is 

similar to the punishment for sin in the eyes of the annihilationist!  This has prompted 

someone to speak of the “bliss of annihilation.” 

 

… If the hell we present to a Buddhist is something close to their blissful goal of 

Nirvana, then they would see no need to turn to Christ.  Thus annihilationism could 

become a major hindrance to evangelism.  Having spent all my life in ministry working 

with Buddhists, I know how hard it is for them to make their final decision to break with 

the religion of their people in order to follow Christ.  Many who are convinced of the 

truth about Jesus are yet reluctant to commit themselves to him because of the costliness 

of such a step.  Why should such a person bother to pay this price if the consequence of 

rejecting Christ is so similar to their goal of Nirvana?
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(Dr. Fernando was until recently the long-time director of Youth for Christ in Sri Lanka.  

His grandmother was a convert from Buddhism and she left a legacy of Christian 

descendants.  His ministry website can be found here: http://www.ajithfernando.org/ )   
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C. There seems to be a kind of conspiracy, especially among middle-aged writers of vaguely 

liberal tendency, to forget, or to conceal, where the doctrine of Hell comes from. One 

finds frequent references to the "cruel and abominable mediaeval doctrine of hell," or 

"the childish and grotesque mediaeval imagery of physical fire and worms." . . . 

 

But the case is quite otherwise; let us face the facts. The doctrine of hell is not 

"mediaeval": it is Christ's. It is not a device of "mediaeval priestcraft" for frightening 

people into giving money to the church: it is Christ's deliberate judgment on sin. The 

imagery of the undying worm and the unquenchable fire derives, not from "mediaeval 

superstition," but originally from the Prophet Isaiah, and it was Christ who emphatically 

used it. . . . It confronts us in the oldest and least "edited" of the gospels: it is explicit in 

many of the most familiar parables and implicit in many more: it bulks far larger in the 

teaching than one realizes, until one reads the Evangelists [gospels] through instead of 

picking out the most comfortable texts: one cannot get rid of it without tearing the New 

Testament to tatters. We cannot repudiate Hell without altogether repudiating Christ.
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