T RADITIONAL S TUDIES C OURSE S YLLABUS
GE301 Life and Works of C. S. Lewis
Course
Offering Period

Summer 2017 (6-week version)

Delivery Method

Online

Location & Time

In MY HORIZON portal – Monday through Sunday

Instructor

Krystiana Kosobucki, MA
Email: kkosobucki@horizonuniversity.edu
Phone: 317-677-4067

Horizon University enables students seeking Christ-centered instruction to develop critical thinking
skills, a broad knowledge base, and a biblically integrated understanding of their vocation,
so that they will successfully inspire servant leadership as they excel in their profession and as
they win and disciple others for Christ.
Upon successful completion of studies, Horizon University graduates are prepared to:


Succeed in their chosen profession



Engage minds, whether in their workplace, graduate school, or the global community



Win a person to Jesus Christ



Disciple a person in Jesus Christ and



Send a person for Jesus Christ

C OURSE D ESCRIPTION
This course is a literary introduction to the life and works of C. S. Lewis. We will be examining both fiction
and nonfiction, with an eye both for the spiritual (instructive, apologetic, etc.) value of Lewis’s work and his
work as a scholar and creative mind. In this six-week version of the course, we will move at a fast pace
through a large quantity of content, reading a book every week. You will be asked to answer study
questions, reflect on devotion-like excerpts of Lewis, respond to one (non-Lewis) scholarly article, and write
two papers. You do not need to have a strong background in writing or literary criticism to succeed in this
course, but you do need to be ready to engage with the work assigned to you. For this course you will have
the opportunity to choose between two reading tracks. Track 1 provides an introduction to three of Lewis’s
most iconic works, focusing on Christian apologetics, salvation and spiritual warfare, and the gospel
communicated through fairy tale. Track 2 takes a more intimate approach to Lewis’s beliefs, focusing on his
conversion, experience of suffering, and the writing he considered his best.
Track 1:
1. Apologetics (Mere Christianity)
2. Narnia (The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe)
3. Salvation and Spiritual Warfare (The Screwtape Letters)
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Track 2:
1.
2.
3.

Personal Testimony: Youth and Conversion (Surprised by Joy)
Personal Testimony: Suffering (A Grief Observed)
Myth, Love, and Experiencing God (Till We Have Faces)

LEARNING OUTCOMES

1. To develop a working knowledge of Lewis’s life and works (hopefully inspiring you to
further study!)
2. To practice finding and contemplating the sacred in both story and nonfiction prose.
3. To exercise and strengthen your crititcal thinking and reading skills
4. To practice writing and engaging at length with the work of one author

C OURSE R EQUIREMENTS :

DESI GN E D T O A C H I EV E L E AR N I N G O UT CO M ES

Assignment Category

Learning
Outcomes

% of Grade

Estimated Time
(hours)

Weekly Devotion/Spiritual Prompt

2&4

15%

12

Reading + Study Questions

1&3

25%

66

Article Response (including reading)

3&4

15%

14

Essay 1 (including research)

1&4

20%

18

Essay 2 (including research)

1&4

25%

27

0

0

100%

135

Signed Statement of Academic Integrity
Totals

Weekly Devotion/Spiritual Prompt
Participation in the Weekly Devotion/Spiritual prompt discussions is a mandatory element in the
course. There are 3 equal parts to full participation, 1) your ORIGINAL POST in response to the
prompt, 2) your FIRST RESPONSE to another student, and 3) your SECOND RESPONSE to a different
student. To generate a more robust discussion, these two responses should be to two separate
students, not just a back and forth with one other student. [NOTE: Posts open on Monday and
close each week on Sunday at 11:59 p.m. Pacific Time.]
To earn credit, original posts and responses should be well thought out and add something
meaningful to the discussion. In addition, responses should be written at the college level, using
appropriate language, and being free of spelling or grammar errors, slang, or any other type of
informality.
Horizon University | 5331 Mt. Alifan Drive | San Diego, CA 92111
858-695-8587 | info@horizonuniversity.edu | www.horizonuniversity.edu.

2

Assignments
1. Complete reading and weekly study questions. This course involves a lot fo reading, and
these questions are my way to assess that you’re doing the work. Answers do not have to
be brilliant or lengthy, but should demonstrate thought and attention. It may help you to
answer these as you do the reading. These will be due every Saturday. (outcomes 1 & 3)
2. Write one critical response to an academic article on Lewis’s work. I will point you to these
articles, but you will have the final choice of text and how to engage with it. This will help
you engage with more academic work, hopefully from a writer you do not already know,
and with whom you may disagree. I will give you more guidelines on this exercise as the
time approaches. (Outcomes 3 & 4)
3. Write two (2) essays on elements of Lewis’s work, of at least 1500 and at least 2000 words,
respectively. You will have plenty to work from in writing these papers, so the length
should not intmidate you. This essays should be responsive—pulling out specific themes,
ideas, questions, or elements, giving your own opinions, and even drawing in other sources
if relevant. They are NOT book reports, and should not be merely summary. I will give more
guidelines as needed.

Grading Scale
Points

Letter Grade

Points

Letter Grade

96.00-100.00

A

73.00-76.99

C

92.00-95.99

A-

70.00-72.99

C-

88.00-91.99

B+

67.00-69.99

D+

84.00-87.99

B

63.00-66.99

D

80.00-83.99

B-

60.00-62.99

D-

77.00-79.99

C+

Below 60.00

F

R EQUIRED T EXT ( S ):
T HREE (3) OF T HESE ,

DEPENDING ON CHOSEN READING TRACK .

Title

Author

Surprised by Joy
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe
Mere Christianity
A Greif Observed

C. S. Lewis
C. S. Lewis
C. S. Lewis
C. S. Lewis

Pub. Date
1955
1950
1952
1961

ISBN
9780156870115
0064471047
9780060652920

0060652381
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The Screwtape Letters

C. S. Lewis

1942

9780060652937

Till We Have Faces

C. S. Lewis

1956

0156904365

Suggested Bibliography – Recommended Reading


Miracles (Lewis)



The Weight of Glory (Lewis)



The Four Loves (Lewis)



The Cambrdige Companion to C. S. Lewis (MacSwain and Ward)

S CHEDULE

OF I NSTRUCTION /A SSIGNMENTS

SCHEDULING NOTE: THIS IS A CONDENSED, SIX-WEEK COURSE

WK
1

Date Span

Weekly Topic

All:
-Weekly Devotion
-supplemental reading (provided
by instructor)

May 30-June 4

Track 1: Christian Apologetics part 1
Track 2: Lewis’s Testimony: Early Life
and Conversion part 1
2

June 5-11

Track 1: Christian Apologetics part 2
Track 2: Lewis’s Testimony: Early Life
and Conversion part 2
3

June 12-18

Assignments Due

T1: Reading and Study Questions:
Mere Christianity
T2: Reading and Study Questions:
Surprised by Joy
All:
-Weekly Devotion
--supplemental reading (provided
by instructor)
T1: Reading and study questions:
Mere Christianity
T2: Reading and Study Questions:
Surprised by Joy
All:
-Weekly Devotion
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Track 1: Fantasy and Gospel in Narnia

Track 2: Lewis’s Testimony: Suffering

-Supplemental Reading (Provided
by instructor)
-Essay 1 due
T1: Reading and Study Questions:
The Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe
T2: Reading and Study Questions:
A Grief Observed

4

June 19-25
Track 1: Salvation and Spiritual
Warfare part 1
Track 2: Myth, Love, and Experiencing
God part 1

5

June 26-July 2

Track 1: Salvation and Spiritual
Warfare part 2

Track 2: Myth, Love, and Experiencing
God part 2

All:
-Weekly Devotion
-Supplemental Reading (Provided
by instructor)
-Article Response Due
T1: Reading and Study Questions:
The Screwtape Letters
T2: Reading and Study Questions:
Till We Have Faces
All:
-Weekly Devotion
-Supplemental Reading (Provided
by instructor)
T1: Reading and Study Questions:
The Screwtape Letters
T2: Reading and Study Questions:
Till We Have Faces

6

July 3-9
Conclusion

All:
-Weekly Devotion
-Supplemental Reading (Provided
by instructor)
-Essay 2 Due
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Readings
Assigned readings are mandatory and should be completed in advance of the classes for which
they are scheduled in the syllabus. Knowledge of the readings will be critical for understanding the
lectures and subsequent discussions, and for preparing for the final examination.

Writing Standards
Quality of Writing: Written assignments should be undertaken as though you were preparing them
for publication, even if only for publication in your church or denomination. This discipline should
help to improve the quality of your writing. Emphasis in this class will always be placed on the
quality rather than the quantity of your work. I appreciate and reward good and lucid writing, and
I depreciate and downgrade poor and obscure writing. It is a matter of communication. Clarity and
precision of language make communication easier and understanding more pleasurable.
Formal Style of Writing: All assignments should be typed and written in a formal style, for example,
no contractions or excessive use of slang. Papers should include notations (footnotes, endnotes,
or parenthetical notations), and a bibliography or works cited that follow the format for
bibliographical references found in Turabian’s A Manual for Writers.
Plagiarism: Anyone who plagiarizes (i.e., presents as one’s own work something which has been
taken from someone else) may receive an automatic failure on that piece of work and a warning.
(Plagiarism can involve the taking of an idea or structure of a written work as well as the actual
copying of what is written.) A second like offense will result in failure (“F”) for the final course
grade.

Completion of Work
All assignments must be completed in order to pass the course. Extended due dates on individual
assignments will be granted only in cases of hardship such as hospitalization or emergency absence
from class. An extension of this nature is not available for planned or known events. Unless such a
situation arises immediately before a deadline, arrangements cannot be made after the fact
without receiving a reduction in your grade.
INCOMPLETE POLICY: If the student is unable to complete the course as scheduled, a Request for
Incomplete form must be submitted prior to the last day of the offering period. The student (not
the instructor) is responsible for filing the completed, signed form with the Administrative Office.
This form is available in the Files:Shared folder on MY HORIZON. Students are ineligible for an
extension after the last day of the offering period. The student is responsible for completing and
signing Part I before submitting the form to the instructor for consideration. The instructor may
grant an extension no longer than 4 weeks in length. The instructor is not obligated to approve the
student’s request, but must make a decision and return the form to the student, with Part II
completed and signed, prior to the last day of the offering period. A grade for work submitted prior
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to the expiration of the extension will be posted on the date identified by the instructor in Part II.
(Note: Electronic signatures are not permitted.)
IMPORTANT NOTE ON EXTENSIONS/INCOMPLETES:
NO EXTENSION OR INCOMPLETE WILL BE GRANTED FOR ANY ASSIGNMENT OR FOR
THE COURSE WHERE THE DELAY IN COMPLETION RESULTS FROM A PLANNED OR
KNOWN ABSENCE/LACK OF AVAILABILITY.
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