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•Paul has been held in Caesarea, the Roman 
headquarters in Judea, for over two years.

•He has not been found guilty of any crime.

•Rather than face a trial in Jerusalem, as a Roman 
citizen, he appealed to Caesar.



Acts 26     Introduction



Acts 26     Introduction

•Now Paul is standing before Governor Festus, King 
Agrippa, his sister Bernice and other key leaders.

•He has a chance to tell his story once again.

• This will be the third time we will hear him tell of his 
conversion – so Luke is clearly emphasizing it for us.

•Paul will use it to share the gospel with his audience 
and that allows us to see their response.
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•Acts 26:27-29 (ESV)
27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know 
that you believe.” 28 And Agrippa said to Paul, “In a 
short time would you persuade me to be a Christian?” 
29 And Paul said, “Whether short or long, I would to 
God that not only you but also all who hear me this day 
might become such as I am—except for these chains.”
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1. Paul Before Agrippa      26:1-3

2. Paul the Pharisee          26:4-8

3. Paul the Persecutor      26:9-11

4. Paul the Apostle           26:12-23

5. The Rulers Respond     26:24-32



1. Paul Before Agrippa     Acts 26:1-3

• Start with Acts 25:23-27.



1. Paul Before Agrippa     Acts 26:1-3

•Paul begins his address with tact and confidence.

•He speaks to Agrippa, but this is not a private 
audience with the king.

•Bernice his sister was there (weird as that was).

•Also present were Governor Festus, military tribunes 
and prominent men of the city of Caesarea.
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2. Paul the Pharisee     Acts 26:4-8

•Paul was not a stranger among his fellow Jews.

•He came from a prominent family and was trained in 
Jerusalem by a prominent teacher, Gamaliel.

• The Pharisees were a widely respected sect within 
Judaism and he was one of them from birth.
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3. Paul the Persecutor     Acts 26:9-11

•Paul admits his history as a persecutor of the church.

• This, like his upbringing, was something that no one 
could deny.

• In fact, his conversion, which we have read about, 
took place as he was chasing down Christians.
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•26:14 kick against the goads This is an expression 
referring to useless resistance.

•Goads were long pointed sticks used to prod oxen 
while plowing.

• In other words, it was useless for Paul to attack the 
church since God was moving him in a new direction.
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•26:18 This verse is an excellent summary of the 
effects of the gospel on a person’s life.

1. It opens our spiritual eyes.

2. It turns us from darkness to light.

3. It delivers us from the power of Satan to God.

4. It offers us forgiveness of sins.

5. It gives us a place among those sanctified by faith.
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•26:19 Paul was not disobedient to Jesus.

•He needed to act when Christ commissioned him.

• This would be in keeping with the message he passed 
on to others.
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•26:20 A right response to the gospel includes:

1. Repentance from sin

2. Turning to God

3. Good works that illustrate our repentance.
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•26:21-23 Paul continued to proclaim that same 
message until that very day.

• The gospel does not change – so neither did Paul’s 
proclamation of it.



4. Paul the Apostle     Acts 26:12-23

•26:21-23 Paul continued to proclaim that same 
message until that very day.

•Christ suffered and rose from the dead.

•He now brings light to all who will receive him, both 
among the Jews and among the nations – like us.
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5. The Rulers Respond     Acts 26:24-32

•26:24 Festus cannot take it any more.

•Paul is obviously an informed and experienced public 
speaker who knows his subject matter well.

• Festus is right that some ideas are so crazy, you have 
to be an intellectual to fall for them.

•But Christianity is not one of those – it often appeals 
to common people more than intellectuals.



5. The Rulers Respond     Acts 26:24-32

•26:25-27 Paul takes his true and rational words and 
directs them at King Agrippa.

•26:28 The king sees that Paul has turned things 
around – Agrippa is now the one on the hot seat.

•26:29 Paul would of course love to see his whole 
audience saved.



5. The Rulers Respond     Acts 26:24-32

•26:30-32 Agrippa was fair enough as a leader to see 
that Paul was not guilty.

• Yet Paul has already appealed to Caesar and neither 
he nor Festus could cancel that.
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•26:29 Getting back to Agrippa’s response to Paul’s 
message, he is not going to be quickly convinced.

•His attitude may be similar to his grandfather’s 
situation with John the Baptist.
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•Mark 6:17-20 (ESV) 
17 For it was Herod who had sent and seized John 
and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, …
19 And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted 
to put him to death. But she could not, 20 for Herod 
feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy 
man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was 
greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly.



5. The Rulers Respond     Acts 26:24-32

•26:29     People like Agrippa have the perfect 
opportunity to receive Christ but do not.

• Their attitude is not negative toward God nor toward 
his messengers, but they fall short of saving faith.

•We might say they are almost Christians.

• There are several reasons why this might be so.
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5. The Rulers Respond     Acts 26:24-32

•Agrippa was at this moment sitting next to his sister 
Bernice, with whom he had a scandalous relationship.

• If any of the Roman gossip was true, there was 
something for him to lose in trading his sin for Christ.

•Many people fit into this category – needing to choose 
Jesus over their sin.



5. The Rulers Respond     Acts 26:24-32

The reason why sinners are not 
persuaded is, in ninety-nine cases out 
of a hundred, their sin — their love of 
sin! … Most of the arguments against 
the gospel are bred in the filth of a 
corrupt life.

– Charles Spurgeon (1834 – 1892), 
in the Metropolitan Tabernacle Pulpit
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•Agrippa believed the prophets.

• The commandments deter more people from 
Christianity than the creeds.

• The problem is not “We believe in one God, etc.”

• It’s all the Thou Shalts and the Thou Shalt Nots that 
come along with the acceptance of the beliefs.
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Reasons Why People Are Almost Christians:

1. Love of Their Sin
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5. The Rulers Respond     Acts 26:24-32

• Festus has already said that he believed Paul to be out 
of his mind – even if it was due to Paul’s learning.

• Imagine the courage needed for Agrippa to disagree.

• Further, Agrippa was raised in the court of the 
emperor in Rome.

•How would the elite of Roman society respond if 
Agrippa were to declare his faith in Christ?



5. The Rulers Respond     Acts 26:24-32

•Proverbs 29:25 (ESV)

The fear of man lays a snare,
but whoever trusts in the LORD is safe.
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Reasons Why People Are Almost Christians:

1. Love of Their Sin

2. Love of Society

3. Love of the Status Quo



5. The Rulers Respond     Acts 26:24-32

• Luke 18:18-23 (ESV)
18 And a ruler asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do 
to inherit eternal life?” 19 And Jesus said to him, “Why 
do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 
20 You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit 
adultery, Do not murder, Do not steal, Do not bear false 
witness, Honor your father and mother.’” …
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• Luke 18:18-23 (ESV) 

… 21 And he said, “All these I have kept from my youth.” 
22 When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “One thing 
you still lack. Sell all that you have and distribute to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, 
follow me.” 23 But when he heard these things, he 
became very sad, for he was extremely rich. 



5. The Rulers Respond     Acts 26:24-32

•Herod is sitting in the place of royalty.

•Paul is a prisoner in chains.

• Still, Paul turns the tables and takes the opportunity 
to challenge the king with his witness to Christ.

•What are the chances that the king would ever bow to 
the influence of Paul in such circumstances?



5. The Rulers Respond     Acts 26:24-32

Reasons Why People Are Almost Christians:

1. Love of Their Sin

2. Love of Society

3. Love of the Status Quo

• The sad thing is that someone who is almost saved is, 
in the end, completely lost.
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1. Paul Before Agrippa      26:1-3

2. Paul the Pharisee          26:4-8

3. Paul the Persecutor      26:9-11

4. Paul the Apostle           26:12-23

5. The Rulers Respond     26:24-32
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•Acts 26:27-29 (ESV)
27 King Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know 
that you believe.” 28 And Agrippa said to Paul, “In a 
short time would you persuade me to be a Christian?” 
29 And Paul said, “Whether short or long, I would to 
God that not only you but also all who hear me this day 
might become such as I am—except for these chains.”
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1. Paul’s tact and confidence make a good example for 
us in any situation where we can share our faith.

2. His history as a persecutor of Christians reminds us 
that anyone can be saved.

3. Paul’s response of obedience to the gospel reminds 
us that hearing it is never enough.

4. Herod Agrippa fell short of an obedient response.



Acts 26     Key Points

Effects of Believing the Gospel of Jesus Christ:

1. It opens our spiritual eyes.

2. It turns us from darkness to light.

3. It delivers us from the power of Satan to God.

4. It offers us forgiveness of sins.

5. It gives us a place among those sanctified by faith.
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Reasons Why People Are Almost Christians:

1. Love of Their Sin

2. Love of Society

3. Love of the Status Quo
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•Dear heavenly Father,
•We confess that we are sinners in need of forgiveness.
•We thank you for Christ’s sacrifice on the cross and we 

receive all the benefits of it by faith.
•We pray that you would make us into faithful servants 

of Jesus Christ.
•And if there is any way we fall short of true belief, we 

ask you to reveal that to us.



Acts 26     A Prayer

• Let us not love our sin, society, or the status quo more 
than we love you.

•And may our lives be full of precisely the kind of good 
works that give you glory.

• In Christ,

•Amen
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