
                                                                             
 

 

When Bad Things Happen Luke 13:1-9 

 

Something to Start Us Off 

• The idea of karma, or “what goes around comes around” is a popular understanding of 

the way the world works. What do you think of it? 

 

Something to Notice 

• In 13:1-5, Jesus talks with those present about two tragedies that were evidently known 

to his audience (though not to us). What were they? 

• In 13:3 & 5, Christ gives his audience a sort of summary, bottom-line lesson. How does 

he frame the conclusion that he wants people to definitely understand. 

• In 13 7 & 9, as part of a parable, Jesus tells the ultimate faith of the unfruitful fig tree. 

What seems most likely to happen at the end to that tree? 

 

Something to Understand 

Pontius Pilate was known for being utterly ruthless in his role as governor. We do not have a firm record 

of the case mentioned here, but it seems in character according to information we have from that time. 

In context, the parable in 13:6-9 would seem to represent at least some of the Jewish people, especially 

the religious leaders in the time of Christ. The lesson, however, seems applicable to just about anyone. 

• Based on Christ’s words in 13:1-5, what do we know about why bad things happen? 

• Assuming the owner of the vineyard in the parable is God. What does the fruit 

represent? What kind of fruit should he expect to see from his people? 

• Jesus has a message for the church in Ephesus in Revelation 2:1-7. Let’s read it. 

 

Something to Take Home  

• Based on our study of this section of Luke 13, what might you say to someone who asks 

you why God would allow this or that to happen?  

• Is there anything else from this look at Luke 13:01-09 that you especially want to 

remember for future reference? Can you explain why? 


